
altogether premature. It is tcaltfot information, and, before
that information w obtained, assuming what it is to be, the
member who offer* (be resolution goes on with a denunciatory
speech in regard to the character of the information he expects
to receive. I ahall not partake ai'tbh time in the discussions
I shall wait until I know what the statement of the facta may
be, and not now apply *ny statement oi law or of fact which
I may suppose to be applicable. I have risen for rxs sudk
purpose ; but I have risen to express the hope that while we

are engsged in the discussion of grate and important subjects
with regard to California, we will *ot be diverted from our

purp ose by an expeditin against Cvba. I hope this reac¬
tion will be laid upun the table. Indeed, I have rise* for the
purpose of moving that it be laid cpen the table, and that we
proceed to the consideration of the special order, so that lhe
Senator from Louisiana, who has the fl>or, may be permitted
to address the Senile ; because the state of his health is such
as to render it desirable that if bo address the Senate on (he
engrossing quesinn now before us, be should do a i to-day.

Mr. YULEE. I hope the Senator from Kentucky will.al¬
low me for a m >merX

Mr. CLAY. I shall not withdraw the motion.
Mr. YULEE. I do not a&k the Senator from Kentccky

to withdraw the me'.ion ; I merely desire that be would give
it .HliflVrent direction, so that it may be taken up to-mcrrcw,
or on some early day.

Mr. CLAY. ,Tu that I have no objection, though {should
object if it is to lead to discussion. Mr. President, I shall
move to lay the rerwlu ton on the table, and the Senator from
Florida can move to take it up to-mr rrow, if he pleases.

Mr. YULEE. I have no objection that it be laid up »n.'.he
table to day, and ! shall ask the Senate to take it up to¬
morrow.
The question wat then taken on tLe motion of Mr. C^at,

and the resolution was ordered to fk on the table.
On a subsequent day the resolution was taken up and

adopted.

SPEECH OF M«u CLAY, '

OK KENTUCH1 ,

On the Pending Measures of Compromise.
I* £exate, Mat 2L, 1850.

The Senate having under consideration the special ordn;
being the bill to admit California as atitate into the Union,
to establish TerritoriaKJovernments for^L'tah and New Mexi¬
co, and making proposals to Texas for the establishment of
her western and northern bjundaiies.and Mr. Sot'lb hav¬
ing addressed the Senate.

( Mr. CLAY. Mr. 'Fresident, the debate has been conduct¬
ed in this case with greet irregularity. A single pioposition
was before the 8enate, and that of an amendment to a parti
cular section, in relation to the prohibition as to legislation by
the Territorial Governments on the subject of African slavery.
And, although this was the solo question pending before the
&enai*, Senators have launched out upon the broad ocean,
and embrace, in the course of their argument*, the entire sub¬
ject. Sir, I feel constrained, in vindication of the acts of the
committee of which I was an humble member, to meet some
of the arguments o! the honorable Senators ; and I will begin
with the last, who has just sat down. The Senator from
Louisiana finds himself unable to concur in the scheme of
compromise which has been proposed. Will that Senator
condescend to present a contre projet of his own, for the satis¬
faction and reconciliation of the people of this country ? Will
be tell us what he wants ? 6ir, this finding of fault, and,
with the a:d of a magnifying glasp, disc ivering defects, des-
crying the little animalcuia- which move upon the surface of
matter, and which are indiscernible to the naked naturakeye,
is an easy task, and may be practised wi'hout any practical
benefit or profitable result. It is the duty of the Senator who
has jset addressed us.it is the duty of all who assail this
compromise, to give us their own and a better projet; to tell
as how they would reconcile the interests of this country and
harmonize its distracted parts. And I venture to say that,
upon every subject of which the learned Senator has treated,
he has done great if justice to the acU of this committee. I
do not mean to follow him throughout the whole course of his-
remarks, but I will take a rapid notice U his objections to the
various features of this report.

Sir, be began, it I am not mistaken, with that which re¬
lates to the recovery &nd restitution of fcigitive slaves; and
he said, with an air of gr^at dise&tislaction, if r.ot of derision,
that the committte had brought back that bill with certain
embarrassments instead of improvements. 6ir, I beg you to
recollect that the greatest objections made to the amendment
relating to fugitive slaves come from States which are not suf¬
fering under the evil of having to recover fugitive slave*. I
stated here the other day, what I repeat again now, that my
own Slate is perhaps the State suffering most from this cause,
while the State of Louisiana is among those States which suf¬
fer from it the least. And yet the honorable Senator from
Louisiana, when we are satisfied with these provisions, sees
in them objections which are insurmountable. Aiid what are
the embarrassments of which he complains ? Why, sir, that
the slave owner, in the pursuit of his fugitive property, has
to cury with him a record ! That instead of carrying with
him, in purfuit of hi« slave, at great trouble and expense, wit¬
nesses and loos* affidavits, he is fortified by an authentic re¬
cord ! That, I say, is an advantage and a protection to the
slaveholder.a great advantage ; for that record will command
respect in the free States, ar.d will give him an advantage
which oral testimony or loose affidavits taken before a jus'ice
of the peace could never confer. The record, moreover, is a
cumula ive, not an exclu>ive remedy, leaving Lim free to em¬
ploy the provisions of the act of 1793.

With re*pect to the other portion of the report which re-
la'es to this subject.that of trial by jury.where is the in-
convenii nee of such a trial inking place in the State from
which the fugitive has fled > In point of fact it will be no

disadvantage, for there will not be one instance in a thousand
where the bond to allow a trial by jury at home will incom¬
mode the slave owner, since the fugitive will be found to have
asked for it a* a mere pretext; and when he gets back to bis
own State he will, beyond all question, abandon thit pretext.
Sir, I put it to the honorable Sei.ator whether he docs not
believe that this will be ihe case ; and this, you will Mcollect,
is proposed as a substitute and a satisfaction to the Noith of
that trial by jury which they contend for at a distance from
home, and which I have already insisted would amount to a
virtual surrender of the constitutional provision. Moreover,
it is granting to the slave onlV the right which he now indis¬
putably possesses, in all the slaveholiling States, of resorting
to their tribunals of justico to establish his claim to his free¬
dom, if he has one.

Mr. President, I find myself in a peculiar and painful posi
tion, in respect to the defence of thi< report. I find myself'
assailed by extremists every whire ; by under currents; bv
th6se in high ae wtll as those in low ou'hority ; but, believing,
as I do, that this measure, and this measure only, will pass,
if any does pats, during the present session of Congress, I
shall stard up to ir, and to this report, against all objections,
springing from whatever quitter they may.

Si', it was but the other day that I found myself reproach¬
ed at the North 1or conveying an alleged calumny of theirin-
sti'utioi s by sa\ing that the trial by jury, in this paiticular
description of case, could not be relied npon as a remedy to
the master who had lost his slave; as if 1 had made any such
charge on Northern judges and juries, in ordinary case«, ii
the way of reproach, or had not a| p'auded the administration
of justice both in our State and our Federal courts generally.
But I urged that, if, in Massachusetts, you require a Ken-
tuckian, going in pursuit of hii slave there, to resort to a tr.al
by jury on the question of freedom or slavery of a fugitive,
it w<>uh! he requisi e, in consequence of such art awnion of
privilege on the pirt of the fugitive, that the parties should
produce testimony f< ora the State of Kentucky ; that you will
have to delay the till from time to time ; that there murt be
a puw-r to grai.t a new trial, and that a supervis ry powerwou'd be rcce»sary when yoj come to a final trial; that dis¬
tant and fore'jjn courts would l»c called on to administer the
unknown laws of a remote commotiweahh ; and that, when
you sum up the expenses and charges at the end of the case,
although the owner may eventually recover his properly, the
co.itest to regain it would have cost him more than it is worth ;
that, in short, he might be lirgely out of pocket, and that he
would find be bad ktter never have moved at alt in the mat¬
ter. That wa< the argument which I used ; and yet, at the
North, I arn accused of casting unmerited opprobrium uponthe right of trial by jury ai.d the administration of justice;while at lue South, in another and the last extreme, from
which I should have expected any uing of the kind, I find
that this amendment is otjecud to as creating embarrassments
to the owners of fugitive slavea. Sir, this is s irnething like
the aid song.

" I do not like thee. Doctor Fell,The reason why I cannot tell ;
But ibis I know, nnrt know full well,I do not likethce, Doctor Fell."

Such, Mr. President, are their objections to this mea-ure.
Now, let us fol.ow the honorable Senator from L mi-iana

a little further. . 'ne of hi« great objections was to the clause
which prohibits the Territorial l egislatures from passing any-
law in reg|»ect to A "rican slavery within the Territories. Did
the honorable Senat e know the histoiy of that clause ' Did
he know that that cla ise was moved in the committee of thir¬
teen by his o*n col'ear:ue > DiJ he know that that clause
was voted for by every Southern member on that committee
. xcept myself, if I am so to be denominated, contrary to what
i< my usual habit of denominating myself ? Every Southern
man on that c< miniLtee vote I lor iheclau>e which ii the theme
of tl.e Senator's criticism to-day, against my opinion, and
that of all the Northern member* of that committee, with I be-
l.eve one solitary exception ' And yet, the moment it pre¬
sents itself, although it comes under Southern auspices, i; is
objected t«> !

Again, 1 a-k she honorable Senator from Louisiam, if this
is to b* r-jeetad, t?!l us what you want; put it d >wn in blsck
and whit<-{ put down your project) compare it with that of
the committee, »nd let us know tl e full «stent of your de¬
mands, and then we shall l«e able to pass judgment upon
t.iem, approving them it we c»ri; and do not reairict your-aelvca, iu this uustatetmanlikc in tuner, to the n*.re finding cf

f*ttU with what is already proposed, without offering . solitary
substitute for the measure you oppose.
Now, sir, the honorable Senator raises great objection to

this clause of prohibition. He tells us that 110 p.dice regula¬
tion can be matte. Either there is slavery there or there is
not. It there is no slavery there, then there is no need of any
lice regulations. If there be slavery there, then the necessary
police regulations exist already. And I imagine that they will
be f >und sufficient, as they have already been found in time

past; at all svents from the present time until the time when
States shall he (armed out of these Territories. Now, let him
esca|>e from that dilemma if he can. I repeat it, if there w
slavery there, there are police regulations ; if there is no sla¬
very, then none are required.

Sir, the aim of the committee, in the introduction of that
clause.I speak far every member of it, and the honoieble
mover of it as well as others.was aimply to do this to de¬
clare that the Territorial Legislatures should have power
neither to admit nor to exclude slavery. That was our par-
pose.our sale purpose ; ar.d, if the amendment does not ac¬

complish that purpose, would it net be more consistent with
a spirit of amity.with that desire «f settling these questions
which, 1 trust and ho|>e, animates tbe Senator from Louisiana
as well as others.would it not have been more conformable
to that spirit to hive moveJ an amendment, simply providing
against the admission or exclusion of slavery in these territo¬
ries, leaviug them free to establish any police regulations they
please, than to have attacked this measure in the manner in
which he has done, as if that clause contained some newand
dangerous principle to be guarded against; and as if it did
not embody the exact principle for wfcich the South has itni-
formly contended?

Again, the honorable Senator objects to the clause inter¬
dicting the slave trade in the District of Columbia. He ob¬
jects to it on twe grounds. In the first place, because the
committee do net atlirin in their report that there is no-con¬

stitutional power in Congress to pass upon the subject of sla¬
very in this District. Now, what is the opinion ol the Sena¬
tor and of the Senate upon this sulject } *A large portion,
probably a majority ol the Senate, believes that Congre>s has
the power; another poition believes that Congress has «o
such power. And how does the honorable Senator expect to
arrive at a compromise in which one of these opinions shall
be made to triumph over the other? How does he expact
that those Senators who think that the power does exist in
Congress to abolish slavery in tbe District of Columbia, aie
to plunge their hands into the inmost recesses of their souU,
and drag out that truth which lies there' If he wants a com-

.promise, he must take it without asking Senators, on the one

.side or on the other to repudiate their fixed and deliberate
opinions ; if he does not want a compromise, then let him in-
test that one cl iss of Senators shall surrender the opinions
which they hold to the other clas,'. Sir, i thought that the
remmittee were on that subject as happy as they could be.
I he report neither affirms nor denies the power of Congress
to abolish slavery within the District of Columbia. It says
thar it ought not to be done; and he who thinks it ought not
to bardone upon constitutional grounds, ought to be satisfi.d ;
and he who think:) it may be done constitutionally, but who
believes that it ought not to be done, from considerations of
expediency or kindness, or fraternal regard towards other pjr-
tions of the country, ought also to be satisfied. Thus, by
neither affirming nor denying the power, but by asserting that
the power ought not to be exercised, I say it is a .compromise
with which all ought I think to be perfectly satisfied. Djcs
the honorornble''Senator expect that my learned friend in my
ey®» (Mr. Wehsteb,) who has no doubt about the power,
will give up that opinion ? Does he expect that he will re¬

nounce hisdelil»e:ate, well considered, and well formed opin¬
ions, which he has entertained for years ? Does the South
expect to succeed in any such demand as that ? Will the
Senator from Louisiana demand it ? If he does, he demands
that there shall be no compromise, no settlement of the ques¬
tions which are now agitating the country.

Buf,sir, the honorable Senator has misconceived the bill
for abolishing the slave trade which the committee have re-

ported. 7 his bill is a mrre adoption of the law of Maryland
I will here mention a fact which shows how wrong it is to
prejudge a thing. An honorable friend of mine, in my eve
has suggested that the object can be accomplished in a certain
mode ; and I should like to,know, from the Senator from Lou¬
isiana, whether he thiBks it attainable and acceptable in that
way or not ' The introduction of slaves now into thisDistric-
either for sale or for being placed in depot for subsequent
transportation, arises out of two laws which were pawed by
Congress itself, one in the year eighteen hundred and t*o
and the other some ytars after, permitting it to be done.

senator to whom I have referred observed to me some
time ago : "Mr. Clay, you can accomplish your object
simply by repealing these two laws, and by leaving the
state of the law where it was before Congress allowed by
law the introduction of slavery into this District." I have
not examined the two acts of Congress ; but, as I know the
Senator to be familiar with the laws of this District and the
laws of Maryland, I have no doubt that he is riuht. Now if
instead of adopting ,he law of Maryland, which, in other

oros, » the hi 1 prop >sed by the committee, we had proposed
* mply to repeal these two acts of Congress, in virtue of which
alone slam have been introduced into the District for the pur¬
pose of being transported to New Orleans and elsewhere
would he think it wrr.lff> would he think it unconstitutional 5
iK>°* ,t r r

11 WaS a!armine t0 thc r'8hts of the people of
he Sou.h for Congress to repeal its own laws s Sir where
ere is a deposition to look at things with an impartial and a

candid eye, and to look at all the interests of all the parts of
the country, and all the opinions, and all the prejudice, if
you will, of our fellow citizens, we shali be much more hkely
Lhin'J6 *' 8 ,satlsfact>,7 and harmonious result, than by at
taching our.-elyes to a single position, and viewing from that
pom every thing, and seeking to bring evey thing to the

crustes
^ °W° pccu,iar °Pinion*» our own bed of Pro-

I he Senator is mistaken in saying that a resident of the
strict cannot go out of thd District and purchases slave

and bring h,m here for bis own use.
Mr. 80ULE. I frel assured that the honorable Senator

has misunderstood me. I have merely stated that the effect
^ T ' understand it well, will be to precludethe introduction into the District of any slave for the purposeof being sold, even if it were for the purpose of supplying the

"he ho In" M *8C inhab!,inS lhc Di8!ri« i I know that
h! i Senator will do me the justice, on looking at
the section, to admit that such will be it legalWect. *

slave enr nnt i
'

i !!' what 13 ,he '"convenience of it ? A
k i I!"511 W,,hm this Place for ¦«'* ""J ^ here

33sS£S%a&f&$*
brought here to be sold. There is no'hino- ml ?

mmmm
txxxr&t&sazisxi

I cannot disbelieve what I believe. But the honorab!e°Se¬
nator has taken up the greater portion of the timr in whi h h

^ d?iUen,,y. *M"~d £ 'o prove.what*
an historic.faccoum of.'he aHfilTou'of slavery"n^ico0

ton of slavery u.to the ceded Territories. He has con e into
the .senate, and traced what has been done in this body
ZT I V r 60 *T' ,hC nC«atiVft of a proposi¬

ng, moved, I believe, by . Senator from Connect cut
there was an implied purpose on the part of Contra., toa|.
IowaI.very or rathcr to recognise illhere. Now cannot
.he Senator be satisfied with his own virw > He thinks that
slavery is not abolished there. I know that hemuch mme
eminent as a jurist than I ever aspire to be. Why, t ien is he

TonZ«1,7h b:* °Z"opinion ? vv,!l he uot- in'« *p'-
[ red > 1 .

a'!°W an °PI'wi:« opinion to he enter-
tamed But the orjection to the measure is, that, although
letVST" 10 " 8e,'leTe"t 0f a!l thl! <P»alions involve!,
Ux iJTin , ITT WhlCh i8 Ml that of the
UxUi n regard to slavery in the,e territories, which ought
let h1°> W.'l h" i",he ',el1 m° b0w h could be

«, u3 ,u Vr fny ,KKjy elte ,e" how it ran be
settled, otherwi* ih.n by the Supreme Court of the United
. a es, whether the law of Mexico did or did not al»oli..h sla-
ery withm the l.mits of those Territories ' That is what the

; mmittee propose, to do They have recommended .hit
ill i con!,dcrot,on of the Senate, and of the country,
the Z?'. 1 B""Cfal which would settle all

to se?Ue Thl V" f'r,!c,,"h,e or P^'e for kgislation
iiiPo. ni i

question which tfce Senator sucposts is left
s iSSlT ! Y """ »,he or Z
^nit.d states, and there it is left.

withsu^!,'; !!!" ' '",,e r^m"kabIfl «hc Senator srgued
'b»«. -ccord-

sccordiog to the locaull! o°f' f""'T ',0t - 'h.r,
part of th» HiJV.i. I, 'exi^» there was a right on the

cording to that local Uw
' aViTtt ,bere ! ,b*'» ac"

Siates, that right" iS. ' If i a!^ 'Ut'°n °! ,he Uniu>d
be satisfied > Wfiy | .k, .iV ' n,)l tbe 8tMtor ««

wanted. He ,.YVi\J ,h? ^ lhot " W" "" ,hat he

MU and that Con»»<* V r,gbt to^ "la'M there ex-

Mr. 80ULE. The honorable Senator Joes me injustice.
I expressly admitted that slavery was abolished by the Mexi¬
can tarw. I never raited a doubt upon that ques<ion. iSIa-
very haa been abolicbed within the limit* of Mexioo by the
constitutional power of Mexico. 80 far m that goes, there¬
fore, there caiinot be the ahadow of a doubt in the mind ol
any one, that, if the Mexican law prevails, slavery is already
abolished and utterly eradicated.

Mr. CLAY. I understood the Senator to be assailing the
opinion which I entertained and expressed.

Mr. SOULE. 1 certainly did not.
Mr. CLAY. Be that as it may, the honorable Senator

contends for that which is equivalent to the non-abolition ol
slavery by the Mexican law.that the right to carry slave*
inio the ceded Territories was restored by virtue of the consti¬
tution of the United States.

Mr. SOULE. That is it.

^
Mr. CLAY. That, then, is what the Senator contended for.

Very well, then. If, by the Constitution of the United States,
there is a right, on the part of every slaveholder in this couniry,
to carry slaves into the ceded Territories, (which I certainly
do not believe or admit,) what more does the Senator want!
He talks about the statu yuo. The statu quo is precisely
what I should suppose him to want. But, superadded to that,
if that be wi:h him, is the Conatitukon of the United States.
And yet he is not satined. Does he wiah the constitution to
be re-enacted ' Can the paramount authority be strengthen¬
ed by an act of subordinate power ? Would he recommsnd
the introduction of the Wilmot proviso into the bill, or a legis-
lative enactment to admit slaves, because the plan of the com-
mitteo is silent upon tnat subject ? The Senator is not satis¬
fied with this compromise. Will he tell us now, in s« many
words, what h« would put into an act ol Congress to satisfy
himself on the subject of slavery f I should be extremely hap¬
py to hear it.

Mr. SOULE. I am ready to answer the honorable gentle¬
man at once. I will be satisfied with th>s section of the bill
if the amendment proposed by the Senator from Mississippi
prevail. That is all I want. I am willing io abide by that
section, provided the amendment proposed by the Senator
from Mississippi, and which I have this morning sustained,
be adopted. I will also be satisfied with other portions of the
bill, if reasonable amendments shall be made.

Mr. CLAY. 1 am happy to find that there is some pos¬
sibility tjiat the Senator may yet vote' with us. Pei-hnps I
should" have been less earnest if I had not despaired of ever ob¬
taining his vote. I really thought that, from the course of
his argument, and from the manner in which he treated every
proposition contained in the report, he was a gone case; that
he was hopeless j that nothing could reconcile him to any
scheme that the committee could propose. I regret, however,
to perceive that the Senator, in announcing what would satis¬
fy him, restricts himself10 thit section. But, now, I should like
to know what other law the Senator wants upon the sulject of
slavery than the paramount law of the Constitution of the
Uni'fd States > >

Mr. SOULE. Protection.
Mr. CLAY. The paramount law of the constitution af¬

fords that protection.
Mr. SOULE. I think it does not afford that protection.
Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator ba satisfied with striking

out the clause ?
Mr. SOULE. I will be satisfied with the cause, provided

it be modified as proposed br my friend from Mississippi.
Mr. CLAY. But that amendment the Smator knows I

cannot agree to, because it assumes a fact tie existence of
which 1 deny. It assumes the fact that slavis are there. I
maintain that there are none there, except bere and there a

body servant that has been eirried there b' those who are

sojourning jot travelling through the country.'
If the Senator will be satisfied with striking out the clause,

1 will vote to strike it out, because I voted igainst putting it
!H' u-n w<?u'^ c°nsent to its being so modified as to dechre
t. at the Territorial Legislature shall neither admit nor exclude
tlrvery, which will leave it open to police regulations. If
the Senator will be satisfied with that, I 9.n conUnt. But, if
t.ie Senator desires, by any indirect means, by any clause
which goes beyond its professed object, by any implication
which can result from that clause^ to assert either tbut slavery
ex sts now in that country, or that it is lawful to carry it
there under the constitution of the United State* I, for one
cannot agrsc to it. If the Senator will agree to the modified
lion of the clause, so as to declare that the Territorial Legis-
lature shall pass no laws either to admit or exclude slavery.

Mr. Y\ EUSTER. Respecting the establishment or exclu¬
sion of slavery.

Mr. CLAY. Certainly. If the Senator will agree to
modify the clause so as to declare that the Territorial Legis-
lature shall pass no laws respecting the establishment or ex¬
clusion of slavery, I will go for it with pleasure.

Mr. SOULE. I wish not to misunderstand the honorable
Senator, but if I understood his argument, it seems to imply
that the amendment proposed by the honorable Senator from
Mississippi assumes the existence of slavery there. I cannot
concur with him in that. The amendment assumes that
slaves may be there, but it certainly will not carry them there
it they be not already there. And if any right exists under the
state of things which that asserts, I cannot conceive what
serious0 jettion?c.n be entertained on the part of the honor¬
able Senator, to the amendment proposed by the Senator from
Mississippi. It only pro ects whatever rights may exist there.
It does not give any right. It only seeks to protect such
rights as, under the constitution of the United Stales, may
now or hereafter exist. For these reasons I shall vote for the
amendment. I beg the pardon of the honorable Senator lor
interrupting him.

Mr. CLAY. Well, sir, if the honorable Senator will be
satisfied with such an amendment as I have suggested, and
which I understood the other day was satisfactory to most
gentlemen on that side of the house.an amendment declar¬
ing that the Legislatures of the Territories shall neither esta¬
blish nor exclude slavery.I am content. Then it will leave
open all these questions of right to be settled under the con¬
stitution of the United States, and all those matters of police
which are stated to be desirab'e. But I cannot agree to an
amendment which, in point of fact, assumes that slavery has
an existence there-at this time, and assumes in point of law
tha», under the constitution of the United Sta'es, there is a

right to carry slaves there. I cannot vote for either p'ojosi-
tion. I repeat that I am ready to vote to strike out the clause
to retain the clause, or to modify the clause in the way that
I have suggested, which will accomplish all (he objects sought
for on the o'her side of the house, if I understand them.

,w, M'" ^resident, I am not going, at this time of the
session, and at this stage of the progress of this measure, to
discuss the question of the validity of the laws of Mexico,
ihe question whether the opinions expressed by me and hy
others, or the opposite ones, be right, can only be decided by
the supreme Court of the United States, upon a prope,r case
brought before that tribunal. We go as far as we can to set¬
tle all these questions. V\ e establish governments there and
courts there, from which courts appeals may be taken, ac¬

cording to the express provisions of ihe bill, to the Supreme
Court of the Lnited States. A question as to whether or not
the Mexican law prevails in these Territories, or whether the
constitution admits slaves to be taken there, can only be de¬
cided by that tribunal.

Mr. President, I will not say any thing more with respect
to the able, ingenious, and eloquent argument of the Senator
from Louisiana; but 1 will proceed to tne other subjects winch
I propose to discuss. I am not one of those who, either at
the commencement of the session or at any time during its
progress, have believed that there was any present actual dan¬
ger to the existence of the Union, but I am one of those
who believe that, if this agitation is continued for oce or two
y*ar« longer, no man can foresee the dreadful consequences.
A dissolution of the Lnion, the greatest of all calamities in
my opinion which can befall this coun'ry, may not in form
Uke place; but next to that is a dissolution of t!.ose fraternal
and kindred ties that bind us together as one free, christian,
and commercial people. In my opinion, the body politic can¬
not be preserved unless this agita.ion, this distraction, this
exasperation, which is going on between the two factions of

tultSI!! '
r °?iT*£' . UrIeM il ,io cea'«. 1 a. afraid

I, ,1? f
b,gh anJ nohl® purposes for which

our fathers formed it, will not be preserved.Mr. President, I will go so far as t0 venture to express this
opinion that unless this measure of compromise, nouhe exact

Tnv am n'lrn ! committee, I sure, Will agree to

T °'' nHH,lfica!lans which will heifer the mea-
¦jre. but unless some measure of thi< kind pass I hazard the

will be Hone for ibe Ierntor.es, nothing upon 1 he fugitive
District Un£ng UP°" ""J*" *hich interdicU R,!lv"y ,hi"
District. Unless some such measure prevail, instead of heal¬
ing and closing the wounds of .he country, instead Stoppingthe eflusion of blood, it will flow in still ereater n.»nhiiP«
with still greater danger to the republic. And I repeat that
m my opr.ion the measure upon your table, with suchamend-
nss or" ry recem,' "r S ,mc ,an,amouf>l measure, must

port refers? ^ 'he "ubjerU tJ which >he

Let us look at the subject. If you do not pa,8 this mea-
SkT. £ '8 uPT',v,,y'80me &"n,|emen will ,ay a high pro-

mTself'buwh»f .V n '* b'" will not pas, , hive no do^bt
myself bu that thtrj ara large majorities Jn both Houses of
Congress in favor of the admission of California into the
I-moo ; but from causes upon which I shall not dwell and
which are adverted to by me noi with pleasure, but with'oain
I am a-raid that that bill never will pn(M, .he two Houses m a
measure hyitself. VV hat, then, .ill be the condition of IhJ
country < Let us supp >se that Congress does ,.©thing . let
us suppose .hat it fat la to furnish a remedy f.,r any one of ihe
evils which row .ffl,ct ,hc count y Suppose w« s^r.,I
arid go home under these mutual feelings of dissatisfaction
and di*cantent which will arise out of the f.i ure ol Congress
to adjust these questions. I .ill My nothing of the reproachand opprobrium that would be brought upon us by .11 chris
tendon. I will say nothing of those who are looking upon
OS with anxious solicitode, under the hope that we will lulfil
all the expectations and fulfil the high destinies which apper-
tain to one among the greatest of all countries I will Vav
nothing of that large portion of mankind who are aazina with
intense anxiety upon th.s great experiment in behalf of man's
capacity for a If-government and man's freedom. I will tmv

nothing of all this. Suppose, then, that after the lapse of

¦ix or (even montlu, daring which we were vainly endeavor¬
ing to reconcile the distracted and divided parta of tne coun¬

try, we go home full of the feeling* of rage and animosity, one
aection against another. In such a state of feeling can the
republic long continue ? Let ua suppose, however, that you
reject thia bill and pass the California bill, anJ go home in that
state of things ; what will not the South aay ? What re¬

proaches will it not level at the Norih upon thia subject >

They will say to the North, " You got all you wanted ; you
got the sulatitu'e for the Wilmot proviso; you have got a

clause much more potent, much more efficacious than that ;

you have got the interdiction of slavery into the constitution
of California ; you have got all you wanted for the present,
and have refused us every thing ; you have seized upon Cali¬
fornia, and hereafter, frotn time to time, you mean to appro¬
priate the whole of our acquisitions to your exclusive benefit.
In that atate of feeling ofmutual exasperation and excitement,
with a heated press, with healed partus, with heated lecturers,
with heated men, how can you expect hereafter to come back
to thia theatre of strife and contention calm and composed, to
settle difficulties which six months of earnest and anxious
labor have not enabled you to adjuat ?

It is said that nothing has been done for the South in the
establishment of these Territorial Governments ; nothing in
this measure of compromise. What, sir! Is there nothing
done "for iho South when there is a total absence of all Con¬
gressional action on the delicate subject of slavery ; when
Congress remains passive, neither adopting the Wilmot pro¬
viso, on the one hand, nor authorizing the introduction of
slavery on the other; when every thing is left in statu quo?
What were the South complaining of ail along * The Wil¬
mot proviso.a proviso, which if it be fastened upon this
measure, as I trust it may not be, will be the result, I appre¬
hend, of the difficulty of pleasing Southern gentlemen. Their
great effort, their sole aim has btenfor several years to es¬

cape from that odious proviso. The proviso is not in the bill.
The bill is silent; it is non-active upon the subject of >>lavery.
The bill admits that if slavery is there, there it remains. The
bill admits that if siivery is not there, there it is not. The
bill is neither Southern nor Northern. It is equal; it is fair;
it is a compromise, which any man, whether at the North or
the South, who is desirous of healing the wounds of his
country, may accept without dishonor or disgrace, and go home
with the smiles which the learned Senator regretted he could
not carry with him to Louisiana. They may go home and
say that these vast Territories are left open. If slavery exists

' there, there it ia. If it does not exist there, it is not there.
Neither the North nor the South has triumphed; there is per¬
fect reciprocity. The Union only has triumphed. The South
has not triumphed by attempting to introduce slavery, which
.he would not do if she could, t>ecause she maintains (althoughit is not my own individual opinion) that Congress has no
right to legislate on the one hand for its introduction, or on the
other for its exclusion. Nor has the North been victorious.
She may, indeed, and probably will, find her wishes ultimatelyconsummated by the exclusion of slavery from our territorial
acquisitions; but if she doe*, that ought not to be an occasion
of complaint with the South, because it will be the result of
inevitable causes. The b ll has left the field open for both,
to be occupied by slavery, if the people, when they are formingSlates, shall so decide ; or to be exclusively dovotid to free¬
dom, if, at, is probable, they shall so determine.
Now let me call the attention of the Senate to a very pain-fetl duty, which I am constrained to perform, and which I shall

perform let it subject me to what misinterpretation it may, here
or elsewhere. I mean the duty of contrasting the plan pro¬posed by the Executive of the United States with the plan
prop iced by the committee of thirteen. If the Executive has
a friend.(I do not mean exactly that, because I believe and
wish myself to be a friend of the Executive, feeling most
anxious to co-operate with him).but if there be a friend of
the Executive who bupporis his incisure to the exclusion ofthat of the committee, will he stand up here, and meet us
face to face upon the quesiion of superiority of the one mea¬
sure to the other ? Let us here, and not in the columns of
newspapers, have a fair, full, and manly interchange of argu-
merit and opinion. I shail be ready to bear my humble partin 6uch a mental contest. Allow me to premise by assuming,in the first place, that every friend of his country must be
anxious that all our difficulties be settled ; and that we should
once more restore concord and harmony to thi* country.Now, what is the plan of the President ' I will describe
1t by a simile, in a manner which cannot be m sunderstoou.
Here are five wounds.one, t«vo, three, four, five.bleedingand threatening the well be»ng, if not the existence ofthe bjdypolitic. What is the plan of the President' Is it to heal
all these wounds ? No such thing. It is only to heal one
of the five, and to leave the other four to bleed more profuse¬ly than ever, by the sole admission of California, even if it
should produce death itself. I have said that five wounds
are open and bleeding. What are they ? First, there is
California; there are the Territories second ; there is the
question of the boundary of Texas the third ; there is the fu¬
gitive slave bill the fourth ; ar.d th re is the q> estion of the
slave trade in the District of Co'uml ia fifth. The President,instead of proposing a plan comprehending all the diseases of
the country, looks only at one. His recommendation does
not rmbiace, and he says nothing about the fugitive slave
bill or the Distrct bill; but he recommends that the other
two subjects, of Territorial Government and Texas boun¬
dary remain and be icfi untouched to cure themselves by
some law of nature, by the vismedicatrix natursc, or some
self remedy in the success of whieh I cannot perceive anyground of the least confidence. I have seen with profound
surprise and regret, the (ersistance.for so I am painfullycompelled torega-d the facts around us.of the Chief Magis¬
trate of the country in his own peculiar plan. I think that,
in a spirit of compromise, the President ought to unfte with
us. He recommends the admission of California. We are
willing to admit California. We go with him as far as he
goes, and we make its admision compose a part of a general
plan of settlement and compromise, which we propose to the
consideration of the Senate. In the spirit of compromise
which, I trust, does, and which I know ought to, animate
both ends of Pennsylvania avenue, we had a right to sup¬
pose, when the committee announced in its report that it
was satisfied with his recsmmendation, so far as it went,
but that it did not go, in our re-pectful judgment, far.
enough, and that we therefore offered our measure to
close up the four remaining wounds.I think, that in a spi¬
rit of peace and concord, and of mutual confidence and co-
operation, which ought to animate the different departments of
the Government, the President, entertaining that consti¬
tutional deference to the wisd >m of Congress which he has
professed, and abstaining, as he has declared he would at»
stain, from any interference with its free deliberations, ought,
without any dissatisfaction, to permit us to consider what is
best for our common country. I will go a little further in this
comparison, which I make most painfully. After the observa¬
tions which I addressed to the Senate a week ago, I d:d hopeand trust there would have been a reciprocation from the other
end of the avenue, as to the desire to heal, not one wound on¬
ly, which being healed alone would exasperate and aggravate
instead of harmonizing the country, but to heal them all. I
did hope that we should have had some signification, in some
form or other, of the Executive contentment and satisfaction
with the entire plan of adjustment But, inst'. ad of concurrence
with the committee on the part of the Executive, we have an
authentic assurance of his adherence exclusively to his own
particular scheme.

Let us look at the condition of these Territories, and I shall
endeavor to do what has not been done with sufficient preci¬
sion, to discriminate between non-action or non-intervention in
regard to slavery, and non-antion as it respects the govern
ment of the people, who, by the dispensations of Providence,
and the course of event*, have eome to our hands to be taken
care of. To refrain from extending to them the benefit of
government, law, order, and protec ion, is widely different
from silence or non-intervention in regard to African slavery.
The roc imrnendation of the President, as I have already

said, proposes the simple introduction of California as a State
into the Union.a measure which, standing by itself, has ex-
citcd the strongest symptoms of dissatisfaction in the Southern
portions of the confederacy. The recommendation proposes
to leave all else untouched and unprovided for. In such an
abandonment, what will be the condition of things ? The
first approximate Territory to California is Utah, and in what
condition is that left by the President's message ? Without
any government at all. Without even the blessing.or curne,
as you may chooss to call it, of a military government. There
is no government there, unless such as ihe necessities of the
case have requireel the Mormons to erect for themwlves.
Until the common parent shall h ive spread its power and its
authority over them, they haVe no adequate government.
Thin next c >me to New Mexico, and in what condition

doea the President's messago leave her ? With a military gov¬
ernment ; a military government which, administered as it is
pr.'posed to be, is no government. While upon this part of
the subject, let me call y<>ur attention to what hss been said
by the Delegate from that Tenitory, in a feeling atldws which
he has recently publi-hed to the people of New Mexic i.

Mr. U.tnKRwoon, at (ha request of Mr. Cut, read the
following extracts:
"Why have cmr rights, which arc certainly indisputable,been ao long withheld ' Why have we been compell d to live

under a military domination, so repugnant to freemen, and ao
oppoted to the acknowledged spirit ami foundation of thia Go¬
vernment ? Why, our condition, instead of being improvedby the transfer of allegiance, ns wits promised to ua, has been
continually getting worse. W hy hat this Government »o longneglected giving you that protection against Indian depreda¬tions which was so often promised, both before and since the
treaty of cession ? Why, the connexion with thia Govern¬
ment, which you have been eneeuraged to look forward to as
the beginning of your prosperity and fmpi nvement, has had its
opening with three years of depredation, miserable misrule,and military despotism."

Again : " It is useless for me to remind you that you have
no other than a military government to administer the civil
lawa with which you came into the Union, (and under which
you and your ancestora have lived for two centuries.) What
other Executive have you but the «ommander of ihe troops in
New Mexico ' Does he not absolutely control all the civil
establishments or your country > Is there a civil offieer but
holds his office by commission from the military offioer dnr-
ing his will and pleasure > Has he not indeed assumed to or¬
der the courts whom to bring to trial, and in every way pre¬scribe their jurisdiction > And when the Secretary of War

commands him not to interfere, or prevent tbe oBcers fro
Texas to exareise their commissions in your Territory, ean
that be ca led a neutrality ? la it not a virtual abandonment
of the government ?"

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, with regard to Utah there is
no government whatever, unleaa it is auch as necessity haa
promp'ed the Mormona to institute j and when you come to
New Mexico what government have you * A military gov¬
ernment, by a lieutenant colonel of the army ! A lieutenant
colonel, a mere subordinate of the army of the hnited Slates,
bold* the governmental power there, in a time of profound
peacc. Stand up, Whig who can.-stand up, Democrat'who
can, and defend the establishment of . military government
in this free and glorious Republic, in I time of profound
peace ! Sir, we had double about the authority of the late
President to do this in lime of war, and it waa cast as a re¬
proach against him. But here, in a time of profound peace,it is proposed, by the highest authority, that this government,lhat this military government.and by what authority it has
continued since peace ensued I know nrt.should be con¬
tinued indefinitely, till New Mexico is prepared to come as a
State into the Union. And when will that be ? There are
now about ten thousand people there, composed of Americans,
Spaniards, and Mexicans j and about 80,000 or 90,000 In¬
dians, civilized, uncivilized, half civilized, and barbarous peopie; and when will they be ready to come in as a SUte ?
Sir, I say it under a full sense of the responsibility of my po-aition, lhat if to-morrow, with such a population, and cuch .
constitution as such a population might make, they were to
come here for admission as a State, I for one would not vote
for it. It would be ridiculous, it would be farcical, it would
bring into contempt the grave matter of forming common
wealths as sovereign members of this glorious Union. She
has no population in sufficient numbers morally capable of
solf goveinment; nor will the have for many years to come
such a population as will make it proper to admit her as a State.
And yet the plan of the President is to leave this military gov¬
ernment under this lieutenant colonel in full operation, de¬
claring as he does, in opposition to evidence, that they hive a
very good government there now.

But what sort of a government does this lieutenant colonel
placed over them administer to his subjects ? Why, I suppose
one of the greatest and first duties ofgovernment is to give pro¬tection to the people, to g;ve defence to the Territory which
he governs, and to repel invasion from the limits of the
country. And how does this military commander, acting
as it is said under the authority of the Secretary of War,behave upon the first approach of an invasion ? -While
commissioners are sent there as pioneers in the work of
bringing ail that part of New Mexico or this side of the
Rio del Norte under the authority of Texas as the territoryof Texas, what does this military governor do, or propose to
do, to protect those people and repel invasion, and to protectthe domain ? He says he means to be neutral, and has in¬
structions from headquarters to be neutral in this contest be¬
tween the people of Santa Fe or New Mexico and Texis !
The governor of this peop'e, who are opposed to the jurisdic-tion of Texas, says he means to take no part with those whom
he governs, but to leave them to fight it out as well as they
can with the power of Texas: What American can say that,under the circumstances, this course is Justifiable ; and what
will become of the sacred obligations of the treaty of Hi¬
dalgo ? Of all the honorable distinctions which characterize
man in his social and aggregate, or his individual character,that of good faith, of the honorable fulfilment of obligation?,and the observance of contracts in private life, and of treaties
in public life, is one which commends itself most to the ap¬probation of enlightened mankind. Here we have a provi-sion in this treaty staring us in the face, requiring us to ex¬
tend the protection of government to the people of Utah and
New Mexico. We aro told we may sifely.it is not said, I
admit, in terms, but it is in effect.we may withdraw from
the fu'filment of our obligation*, and leave this people to
themselves, to work out thiir own happiness and salvation in
such way as they can !

In what circumstances will this country be if Congress ad¬
journs without a settlement of this boundary question, and
without establishing Territorial Governments for Utah and
New Mexico * In what condition would the people of New
Me^co be east of the Rio del Norte in their conflict with
Texas > Sir, I need not remind you of what every bodyknows of the fettled dislike, the insuperable antipathy exist¬
ing on the part of the people of New Mexico towards Texas,
denouncing and denying her authority, contravening the
existence of her laws, and" ready, if they had the power to
do it, to resist her claim of jurisdiction to the last extremity.And yet they are to be left to take care of themselves. Theyhave got a government good enough for them !

Mr. President, that is not my conception of my duty as an
American legislator. My duty tells me to perform what we
have promised to perform ; my duty tells me to extend to
this people in Utah and New Mexico the benefits of that su¬
preme authority residing in the city of Mexico which theyhad when they constituted a part of the republic of Mexico;
but which, when they came to us, we promised to extend to
them from Washington, on our part. That is my concep¬tion of duty, and I will undertake to perform it, if I can. If
I cannot do itl on account of the Wilmot proviso, or if, as
the result of any other obstacle that may be thrown in the
way, I cannot accomplish what I deem my duty, I shall stand
acquitted in the sight of God and my own conscience; I
shall be irreproachable as to any deliberate neglect, even if I
fail in ihe attempt to perform my duty.

I will close this part of what I have to say by grouping,comparing, and contrasting the features of the respective plansof the Executive and the Committee, which I shall be glad if
the Reporters will publish in parallel columns :
The President's plan propo-1 The Committee's plan re¬

ars an adjustment rf only oneicommends an amicable settle-
of the 3ve subjects which agi- ment of all five of them.
tate and divide the country.The President's plan propo¬
ses the admission of California
as a State.
He proposes non-interven¬

tion as to slavery.
But he proposes further non¬

intervention in the establish-1
ment of Territorial Govern¬
ments ; that is to say, that we
shall neglect to execute the ob¬
ligation of the United States in i
the treatv of Hidalgo.fail to
govern those whom we are
bound to govern.leave them
without the pro'ection of the
civil authority of any General
Government.leave Utah with-1
out any government at all, but
that which the Mormons may
institute.and leave New Mex¬
ico under the military govern¬
ment of a lieutenant colonel.
His plan tails to establish the Their's proposes a settle-

limits of New Mexico east of ment of the boundary question,the Rio Grande, and would ex- and, being settled, a civil war

pose the people who inhabit it with Texas would be averted,
to civil war, already threaten-

T h e y offer amendments,
which will make the recovery
of fugitives more effectual, and
at the same time, it is believ¬
ed, will be generally aatisfac
torv to the North.
They propose to interdict

the slave trade in the District,

That of the Committee also
>roposei the admission of Ca-
ifornia as a State.
They also propose non-in¬

tervention as to slavery.
They propose action and in¬

tervention by the establish¬
ment of civil government for
the Territories, in conformity
with treaty and constitutional
obligations. To give the su¬

perintending and controlling
pov^er of our General Govern¬
ment, in place of that of Mexi¬
co, which they have lost; and^
to substitute a civil instead of
that military government,
which declares it will assume
an attitude of neutrality in the
boundary contest bttween New
Mexico and Texas.

ed, with Texas.
He proposes no adjustment

of the fugitive slave subject

He proposes no arrangement
of the subject of slavey or the
slave trade in the District of and to leave slavery there uo-
Colnmbia. jdistubed.Thus, of the five subjects or They propose to adjust all
disturbance and agitation.to five of them on a basis which,
wit, California, Territorial it is confidently believed, is

Governments, the boundary just, fair, and honorable, and
question with Texas, the fugi- will be satisfactory to the peo-
tive bill, and the subject of sla- pie of the United States.
very in the District.

,Hisplan settles but one, leav- They offer the olive branch
ing the o'her four unadjusted, of peace, harmony, and tran-
to inflame and exasperate the quillity.
public mind, I fear, more than,
*V
Under his plan, one party,1 Under their plan, all ques-

tushed with success in the ad-tiona being settled in, a spirit
mission of California alone, of mutual concession and corn-
will contend, with new hopes promise, there will be general
and fresh vigor, for'the appli-acquiescence, if not wtistac-
cation of the Wilmot proviso tion ; and the whole country
to all the remaining territory t will enjoy once more th»bles»-
wliilst the other party, pro- ing of domestic peace, concora,
voked and chagrined by ob-,and reconciliation.
turning no concession whatever,;
may be urged and animated to:
extreme and greater lengths;
than have been yet manifested.;

Whilst the President's plan is confined to a single mea¬

sure, leaving the Governments of Utah and New Mexico
unproved for, and the boundary between Texas *nd «ew
Mexico unsettled, another, and one of the most irritatJ g
questions, is left by him, without any recommendation or any
provision, to harass and exasperate the c?untr;'. f fHo fails to recommend any plan for the settlemen f h
important and vexatious subject ol fugitive P
poses no plan of settlement of the agitating ^ichTrise out of this subject. I will repeat, lei him who can, stand

up hero and tel. oScountry, and satisfy hisown consciencc-

whon the whole country is calling out for peace, F* '

when it is imploring its rulers above and us rulers below to

bring once more to this sgitated and detracted people some

broad and comprehensive scheme of healing, and set le all
these questions which agita e this afflicted "J
man who can, not in the public press, but in the 8enate of
the United Slat, s, stand up and show that the plan which is

proposed by Executive authority is such a one a» to demanded
by the necessities of ihe case and the condition of the country.
I should be glad to hear that man. Ay, Mr. President, I
wish I had the mental power commensurate with my fervent
wishes for the adjustment of tbe*e unhappy questions, com¬

mensurate to urge upon you and upon the country forbear¬
ance, conciliation, Ihe surrender of extreme opinions, the
avoidance of attempting impoaaibilitisa.

Mir I know there ia a floating idea in the Southern mind
such as we have heard before, of the neeersity of an cquili
brium of power between the two sections of the Union.of

. - ¦¦¦¦ .cfe . «I«H ft Mfe

prugreae of the Nnrtbia pwttn 5 "* ^
it is iaptMiblt for the H mlii to L
the order of ill rifbliw shall b*
shall be guwrwj by tbe

_

able. But, m, btrauea there |i"m
the nature of things it u impeaaibte *
oquil briam of potter between Um lei
try, does it Ikiiihti follew that iu
any danger with regret to that greet
there, end i* chen*Hed wkh ee such i
I believe not All afprefcawMaa ef
Migrant abuses of newer» end the pipjliiie ef enah
would prevent all Uiwartnaeiit ad fewer, tkmm mUmia free from the danger of ebeaa. But w
for the maintenance of Houthern ri«bu
peculiar institution ' la Um Aral pleee, th«
truth, that aanea of jualiaa which ifpar aa
man, to christian man. la Um next plaaa, thtee to Um r*asiitution ol the United States, with Um ¦.whafc al lab
to abide by tbat constitution. Neil, there ia a mmimny tottheMM of both brsnchea of Cengrvts befoie «.y eatof legi*Uti<»n, inflicting . wrong ii| m MM t<KlM .wtinsof the country, eouU take place. TV a the** » the ««* mithe Preaident of the L'ntted "lair*. applwaMe to any .atitutional lefialation which might 4t f'arr in rafcrmea tothat institution. Last ol all, with Nfsrd to «t at* hi! andcivil remedies, there ia Um Mapnras Court eTlU I mU
Statet, ready to pronounce the ennelaMat af any a>* «aM»>tional law which might unconatiioitonally tmrVlr riirh iWm .and there ia alao a aenae of responsibility m the i«h af Hen-
ators and Kepreceatativea to thrir cvnanueuta. Met iaaithough I truat in God (he occaaion 'er iia ritrritt wt«l a»«ifarise, there ia that right of raoort to araaa and to nmk« f **«htereaiatance when oppr< ««>n and tyranny tiin m Mmiip riiHfeNor ia thia great inlereat of tbe Heath, thie m «4iiu«n>b aifslavery, the only one to ha eflfctod by the fert Ibat itia in a minority. Ia it peculiar to that uiteree* f N.», atr.How ia it with the fishing internet' How with Um na¬vigating interest > They are both greaily in Um mino¬rity. How ia It with the manufacturing' interest * lathe minority. How i« it with (he commercial internet »
In tbe minority. In ahort, witbout continuing Um tnuaaere-tion, every interest in thia country is in tbe am >rity e*<«-pithat great and all-pervading Interest of agriculture, wbieh ei-tenda from one end of the country to the other. We ninet hareconciled to tbe condition which ia inevitable. There la allreasonable security tgainst any abuasa which may be taintedin the progreas of eventa, which you can no non erre* than
you can aeize and bold the beams which ate poured birth IroMthat great luminary of (he system of which ws compete a
part, or than you can stop in its onward courts the flowing efthe Mississippi river, and compel it to tnra bach to its enurce*in the Rocky and Alleghany mountaina. It ia utterly vain la
auppoae you can acquire that equilibiium of which we baseheard so much, between the slavt holding and the non alaae-holding portions of the I'uion. It is not necessary, 11 apt ( it it
not necessary, I believe , but, whether il it or not, it it unat-tainable, by the operation of cauaes beyond all human er
earthly control. And to oppoM tbe imuiutable and irrevoca¬ble laws of population and of Nature ia equivalent to a demandfor the severance of the Union.

I conclude by repeating that here are five wound* which bythe committee of compromiee are propoaed to be dosed. (Mr,I know what may be Mid. 1 know it will be aaid that agita¬tor* will, even after (he paaaage of all theae measures, con¬tinue to agitate ; that the two extremes will atill cry out fortheir respective favorite measurea t that the Wilmot proviso,although Teiritorial Government* will be established, will bepressed, to be added by a supplementary act, or to be incorpo¬rated in iheconuitutions which these Territories may establish.I know it may be urged.indeed, I have heard it stated onthia floor, " Pan all your meaaures, and we will cry out forrepeal." I know something, I think, of the nature of man.I know something of the nature of my own countrymen. Ispeak alao with the authority and with tbe aid of history. Atthe time of the memorable Miaaouri compromise, as at this.and I have been unable (o determine in my own mind whe¬ther more solicitude and anxiety existed (hen than now.thewhole country was in an uproar, on the one side, for the ad¬mission of Missouri, snd on the other for her exclusion.Every legislative body throughout the country.I believethere were twenty-four then.bad denounced or approved the
measure of the admission of Miatouii. Tbe meaaure wasfinally carried by a small majority ; only six in the House ofRepresentativea, where the great atruggle, where tbe long-continued exertion was carried on. And what were the con¬
sequences, the tranquillizing consequencca which ensuedthroughout thia distracted country f The act was every wherereceived with joy, and exultation, and triumph ; and the manwho would have dared to interrupt the universal and deep-felt and all-pervading harmony which prevailed throughoutthe country in consequence of that aJjuatment, would havestood rebuked, and repudiated, and reproached by the in dig-nant voice of his countrymen. And I venture to aay if thia
measure of compromise goes to the country with all the highsanctions which it may carry.sanctions of both Houses of
Congre** afid of the Executive, and of (he grea( body of the
American people.to a country bleeding at every pore, to a
country imploring us to set(le their difficulties and give once
more peace and happiness to the m, I venture to say tbat the
agitation will be at an end, though a few may croak and hal¬
loo as tbey please. There are a few miserable men who live
upon agitation, men who are never satisfied until (hey can
place thr mselves at the bead of a little clique of agitators, and,fastening them to their tail*, go to the Democratic l arty and
say, " take me, I am a good Demociat, and I will bringto you (his capital which I have, and ensure your success ;
or go to the Whig party and say, " take this little balancing
power which I possess, and I will enable^our parly to triumph
over their adversaries." i venture to say they will be huahed
into silence by the indignation they will meet every where,in their vain and futile attempt to prolong that agitationwhich has threatened thia country with the most direful cala¬
mity which in all the dispensations ofGod could befall iu

Sir, I am done. I would say much more, but I cannot
longer trespass upon your time. I did not expect to have
said so much, and my physical powers will not permit me to
say more.

ARRIVAL OF ANOTHER EUROPEAN STEAMER.

The Royal Mail steamer Eutopa arrived at Ha¬
lifax on Monday afternoon, bringing date* from
Liverpool to the 11th and London to the 10th in-
stant. The Telegraph furnishes the following epi¬
tome of her commercial news :

The new American steamer Atlantic, of tbe Collins line,
arrived out in thirteen days. She reached Liverpool on Fri¬
day, 10th of May. She waa, unfortunately, detained forty-
eight hour* by an accident to her machinery. Her condens¬
ing pumps gave out, and ber floats broke, (hey proving too
frail. Previous to the accident she had attained a vary high
rate of speed. Owing to the above circumstance the Atlan¬
tic will not sail on the 15th, as was contemplated. The day
of her sailing has not been fixed.
The cjiton market at Liverpool waa firm, but prices had

not varied from those quoted at the sailing of the Hibemia.
The sales of (he week amounted to 50,170 bales.

Flour has advanced one shilling per barrel, and corn meal
advanced Is. 2d. to Is. 3d. per barrel. Indian coin haa ad¬
vanced Is. 6d. per quarter. Not much doing in prmsioae.
Beef advanced 3s. to 4s. per tiurce. Pork quiet. Bacon
firm at previous quotations. Tobacco in moderate deomnd*
with small sale*.

Ia the British Parliament an attempt to take the duty afl
newspaper advertisement* had failed.
One of the wealthier Lancashire manufacturers (Mr. Thiel-

fall) bat been arretted on a charge ef fnriing Mils to the
extent of forty tbouaand pounds. Twelve thouaand had
been discounted when he was taken, but Um m wiey was re¬
covered. Lord Joax Ri s*kll it still too ill lo introduce the
Lord Lieutenancy bill. Tbe cropt are looking extremely
promising. The new expedition in erareh ofStr Jena Fnaaa-
lis sailed on the 8th.

In FaiNCE the anniveraary of the republic was celebrated
with great p imp. All wa* quiti, and not a s ngle arnat ec-
curred.

Philadelphia, May SI.
The engine and tender a(tached to the burden Uain af

cara from Baltimore ran through lh« draw on Crum'e bridge,
about eighteen miles fn m Philadelphia, leal night, and em
precipitated into a achoorer, which was paeUng ihrangb at Um
time. No serioua damace. Tbe p<aanngen and maU foe
Baltimore left Philadelphia in a boat for Wilmington, and
thence by railroad.

8t. Lorn, Mat f I.
The Register rr porta tbe total number ol death# fo^ha weak

ending on Monday the 20'.h instant at #», ef which M tram

children of five yeara of age and undsr j of the whale number
nine death* were from cholera ami one of amall pea. Fun
three of the cemetiriea there are no reperta.
The steamer Jam** MeLine c«mt down yerterday h<m

Council Bluffs which place aha left on the I4&. Ska n»
porte that nearly all tht emigrtn't had crmasJ to the
aide of the rivrr, and that hundred* wart daily atartlti
Plaint. The emigrants at »?. Jateph'* were foal
out. The graee in tbe vicinity of KnetvilW waa up Mvatel
iuchea and growing rapidly. Pwiaioot continued acerre.


